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Science, its future and you

catechism, articles of faith which both define a belief
system and also guide practice. We notice that they
are all about science, not scientific statements them-
selves. Yet those who subscribed to them believed that
they are as obviously true as the atomic weights of the
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ing the questions, I want to remind yy The political questions

e Who decides on the priorities and resources,
whereby we have the possibility of knowledge in
some domains and remain in enforced ignorance in
others?

e Who decides on the ethics of research, including the
creation of possibilities for harmful technologies,
and the infliction of pain on sentient beings of all
sorts?

e Who should decide — and by what sorts of argu-
ments — on those applications of science that can
alter our constitutions as human beings?

e Who assesses the consequences, intended and unin-
tended, of scientific and technical advance; and
how is democratic accountability in science to be

achieved?

an urgent necessity,
The old assumptions
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® WWM%.MM@ on the part of the public has to be The personal questions
e How can I engage with science to make a better
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world?
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ght is th ; . e How can we best deploy science to prevent further
e yardstick with which ool harm to the EO&EQM ﬁwwﬂ we see in climate change

measure the validir
y of everyday thinkin
¥ & and species loss?
e How can we stop the use of science in biopiracy and

other forms of exploitation of Majority-World people?

These ass i i
8¢ assumptions might be thought of as a sort of
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° MMOS can official scientists regain trust for the
casion that they reassure the public th;
thing is ‘safe’? .
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e How can science help me to build my life? )
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Over to you!
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Contacts

The issues raised in this book are being discussed increasingly in all the
national and international forums for science. Here are some organizations

that have special concerns.

Appropriate Technology
website: www.changemakers.net
email: cmbcbi@ashoka.org

tel: +91 33 2483 8031 (India);
+1703 527 8300 (US)

Promotes ingenious, simple
techniques along with traditional
medicines and social reform.

Center for Health, Environment
and Justice

website: www.chej.org

tel: +1 703 237 2249

Leads grassroots campaigns in
the US against pollution and
environmental hazards.

ETC (Action Group on Erosion,
Technology and Concentration)
website: www.etcgroup.org

tel: +1 613 241 2267

Formerly RAFI, based in Canada,
operates worldwide. Currently
leading the campaign on
nanotechnology.

Friends of the Earth
website: www.foei.org
tel: +31 20 622 1369 (International)

Greenpeace

website: www.greenpeace.org

tel: +31 20 5148 150 (International)
Both the above engage with
science-related issues.
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RIVM (Dutch Environmental
Agency)

website: www.nusap.net
Web-based, for guidance on
uncertainty management.

Intermediate Technology
Development Group

website: www.itdg.org

tel: +44 1926 634400

Follows the vision of EF Schumacher,
promoting practical measures for
self-help and development.

Worldwide Virtual Network of
Young Practitioners Working on
Science and Society Issues
website:
http://alba.jrc.it/science-society/
Web-based, post-normal science
network sponsored by the European
Community’s Joint Research Centre.

Science Shops

website: www.scienceshops.org

tel: +31 30 253 7363
Netherlands-based science shops
movement, linking to similar groups
internationally.

Community Based Research
website: www.loka.org

tel: +1 301 583 9398

Allied US movement.
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